




















































































J l · n M i s s our i in 1 9 3 5  by a s c or e o f  
Game in op 1. ' 

1 3_ 1 2 •  The y e a r s  o f  1 9 33
_

- � 9 3 6  s aw F r ont enac 
· t went y  s ix game w1.nn 1ng s t r e ak .  I t  

en J OY 
d

a 
d though wh en P i t t s b u r g  H igh Sch oo l wa s en e , 

. 

ac c ept e d  a cha l l enge fr om t h e  Ra 1 d e r s . Th e� 

de feat ed Front enac 34 - 7  a t  Br and:nbe r g  S t ad 1 um 

in fr ont o f  a c r owd that was e s t 1ma t e d  b e t we en 

3 , 000 and 4 , 000 peop l e . 

In the e a r l y  1 9 20 ' s ,  t h e  r e s e rve s o f  

Kan s a s  S t at e Teacher s Co l l e ge o f  P i t t s b u r g  

p laye d the Ra ider s .  Surp r i s ing ly , t h e  game 

ended in a t ie w i th ne i t h e r  t e am s c o r ing . A l s o , 

in 1 9 2 3 , Front en ac de fe a t e d  Mu lbe r ry by a s c or e  
o f  1 4 4-0 ! Not on ly d id " th e  b l ack" s c o r e  on 
every p os s e s s ion , but every membe r o f  t h e  t e am 
sc ored at leas t one t ouchdown , inc l ud ing the 
re serve s . Front enac a l s o  de fe a t e d  J op l in 
H i gh School in 1 9 40 by a s c or e  o f  1 4 -0 . Be c aus e 
of unr u ly fan s , the Ra i d e r s  h ad t o  be e sc or t e d  
of f the f ie l d . 

The un i forms worn by the Ra ider s i n  t h e i r  
ear ly footba l l  y e a r s  wer e  o ft e n  obt a ined fr om 
the Kan s a s  S t a t e  C o l l ege o f  P i t t s burg . The 
ath l e t ic fund h e lped purch a s e  the s e  un i f orms 
that the c o l lege p l ayer s had p r ev ious ly worn , 
When they we r e  not ab l e  t o  g e t  �egu l a t i on 
un i forms , the boy s  wore ove r a l l s  or any t h ing 
e l s e  they c ould f ind in the ir own home s . 
Tenn i s  sh oe s we r e  usual ly worn unt i l  c le a t e d  
foot ba l l  sh oe s we re obt a ined l at e r . I n  t h e  e a r l y  
years , when the re we r e  n o  bus e s  t o  t ake p la ye r s  
t o  the gaae , t h ey h ad t o  r ide i n  c a r s . 



Th i s  wa s the f i r s t  and on ly l o s s  for the Ra i de r s  
in th i s  y e a r . Front enac ended the s e a s on a t  1 2- 1 . 

The l ong r ivar ly b e t ween Fr ont enac and 
Arma ( now North e a s t  becau s e  o f  c on s o l idat i on ) 
dat e s  b ack t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  c ompet i t ion . 

In 1 9 2 3 , i t  b e c ame a t r ad it ion for the s e  two 
r iva l s  t o  p l ay e ach other on Th ank s g iv ing 
D ay . Th i s  game annua l ly drew vas t c r owds 
and many t ime s in f luenc ed the out c ome o f  
t h e  l e a gue r a c e . Due t o  the fac t  that the 
game c on f l i c t e d  with the beg inn ing of the 
ba ske t ba l l s e as on , i t  wa s d i s c ont inued in 1 958. 
F r ont enac c ont inued t o  p l ay Arma ( Northea s t ) 
t h e  l a s t  game o f  the regular s e as on unt i l  a 
new s t at e  d i s t r ic t ing p l an wa s dev i s ed in 1 98 1  
t o  d e t e rmine t h e  t e ams wh ich wou l d  vie for 
t h e  s t at e  t i t le in each c l a s s . 

F r ont enac footb a l l t e ams t oday are s t i l l  
wide ly re spec t ed through out the a r e a  and 
t h e  s t at e . The Ra iders c ont inue t o  fie ld good 
t e ams and are c on s i s t ent ly ranked in the C la s s  
2-A s t a t e  r ank ings . Hundreds o f  boys h ave 
e ar ne d  r e c ogn i t i on over � t h e  year s with one , 
Bob Layde n , even mak ing i t  t o  pr o fe s s i ona l 
foo t b a l l  with the Det r o i t  L ions . 

A l t hough much a t t ent i on i s  g iven t o  

the t own ' s f o ot ba l l  t eams , boy ' s and gir l ' s  

b a s ke t b a l l  a r e  a l s o  very popular . Many 

v i c t or i e s  h ave c ome t o  the Ra ider s as a r e sult 

of Fr on t enac ' s  b aske t ba l l  t ra d i t i on . 

The b oy s  h ave a lways pos t ed good t eams , 

but b e c au s e o f  footba l l , many o f  t h e s e  t e ams 

have gone unnot i c e d . Leag�e t i � l e s  ha�e 
. 

been won in e ve ry dec ade s 1nc e 1t a beg 1nn 1ng 

in the 1 920 ' • 

1 0 7-4 
In J 9 23 . de fea t e d  Mulberry 

year the fo ot ba l l  

.. W+'ry 1 4 4 -0 . S ince the s t a t e  
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b ket bal l tournament ' s beginni ngs, F rontenac 

h
as 

conti nual l y been respresented ( the Ra i ders as . 
placed third in 1 96 6 )  an� hav: cont1 nued to 

participate in the champ1 onsh1 p tournaments . 

The girl ' s basketbal l teams, though have 

had one of th e most prol i f i c  programs in the 

entire state . The Ra iderettes competed 

in basketbal l in the 1 9 20 ' s. The team that 

is most remembered was the 1 9 26 team. They 
defeated Harry Bowlus ' s  C ockeri l l  team whi ch 
had a forty-ei ght game winning streak . The 
Frontenac Raiderettes went to state that same 
year. They were the f i rst gi rl ' s  team i n  the 
county to wear bloomers i nstead of l ong ski rts. 

G i rl ' s  Bas ketbal l Team 1 9 26 

G irl ' s basketball was resumed in 1 9 74 ��n
.
Front enac j oined the CNC l eague. S inc e 

J�1n1ng the league, the girl s h ave won the 
t 1t le ever y year. No oth er l eague school h as 
yet ( 1 985 ) won a titl e outr i ght. Th is  i s  
qu1 t e  an cc�li sb8ent c ons idering that 
FrOGt enac • t wo s mallest cbools 



Th e Ra i de r e t t e s  have gone t o  s t at e  
s even o f  the t en y e a r s  s inc e r e s uming p lay .  

The C l a s s  2-A S t at e Champ i on s h i p  wa s won in both 
1 9 7 9  and 1 98 2 . F r ont enac a l s o  wa s the St a t e  

Runne r up in 1 9 78 . 

Numer ous g i r l s  have e arned A l l-S t a t e  H onor s . 
One Fron t en ac p laye r , Ke l ly Krums ick , went on 
t o  bec ome an A l l-Ame r ic an at P i t t sbur g S t a t e  
Un ive r s i t y . 

A l th ough F r ont enac H igh Sch ool has no 
r e a l  t r ac k , t h e  s ch oo l  h a s  part ic ipat ed in 
t h e  sport t hough the year s . Rec ords have 
b e en s e t  by Ra ider t r acks t er s  at a l l  l eve l s  
l oc a l , l e ague , and s t at e  - - s ome o f  wh ich s t i l l  
s t and . A l s o , l eague champ i onsh ips have been 
at t a in e d . 

The mos t  succ e s s fu l  o f  a l l  Ra ider ath let e s  
is p r ob ab ly Arch ie San Roman i .  To l d  by Doc t ors 
that he may never wa lk aga in a ft er be ing h it by 
a t ruck at the age o f  e ight , he began running 
f i r s t  as a ch a l lenge , then as a sport . 

F r ont e nac ' s  O lymp i c  Runne r  

Ar ch ie San Roman i 
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Whil e  in high school ,  San Romani won many 

awards for t he Front enac t rack t eam. A ft er 

tr ansferr ing from Bet hany C ol l ege t o  Empor ia 

State Teachers C ol l eg e, he maj or ed in 

music and st il l won sevent y five meda l s  and 

t rophies for t he t rac k  t eam. At t he NCAA 

Track and Field Meet in 1 9 3 5 , he won t he 

1 500 met ers, and again won t he event at 

t he 1 9 3 6  meet whil e  breaking G l enn C unningham ' s 

c ol l egiat e rec or d .  He qual ified for t he 1 9 3 6  

O l ympics in Ber l in, Germany aft er c ol l ege . 

He compet ed in t he 1500 met er run and placed 
four t h. The first six c ompet it or s  r an under 
the O l ymp·�c r ecord, and t he winner broke t he 
wor ld r ecor d. Archie San Romani has been 
accl aimed and r ecognized as one of t he wor l d ' s 
great est runner s .  He has been induct ed int o 
three Hal l of Fames. 

Gir l ' s vol l eybal l became a school sport in 
19 74. As wit h al l of t he sport s in Front enac, 
the gir ls  have always post ed c ompet it ive t eams. 
They won t he league t it l e in bot h 1 9 7 6  and 
1978 , and also part icipat ed in t he 2-A S t at e  
Tournament in 1 9 78 aft er winning t he Sub-Stat e  
Tit l e .  

The l ast of t he high school sport s is 
boy ' s basebal l.  The Raiders began c ompet it ion 
in 19 71 and went t o  st at e t he fol lowing year. 
Aft er a dry spel l of eight years, Front enac 
again dist inguished it sel f by r et urning t o  
the Stat e  Tour nament in 1 980 . 

The t own ' s  sports act ivit ies aren ' t al l 
confined t o  t he high school . On t he c ont rary 

' 
, 

the t own s resident s have always ac t ivel y  
part icipat ed in a wide variety of at hlet ic 
event s. Because of t he diversified popu lat ion, 
-.ny games and t radit ions were cont inued aft er 
tbe i · rant et t led in front enac. 

brouaht t:tre ,._ 
Many I t alian 



fami l ie s  h a d  the i r  own bocc i cour t s  and p l ayed 

wh enever pos s ib l e . Many Sundays fami l ie s  

congr e g a t e d  a t  one o f  t h e  l oc a l  c ourt s and 
h e l d  t ournament s - more for p leasure than 
compe t i t i on . A l t h ough there we re many games 
p l ayed with bocc i p l ayer s fr om other c ommun i t i e s  
in th e area. 

Box ing bec ame popu l ar in Front enac near 
the b e g inn ing of the twent ieth c ent ury . Loc a l  
f i gh t er s  fought in he avy g l ove s in an aud i t or i um 
loc a t ed down t own ,  and many good figh t e r s  evo lved 
out o f  th i s  make sh i ft gym . The be s t  boxer s  
t o ured Ok l ahoma and Arkan s a s , s eve r a l  t ime s 
winn i ng great honor s and cash pr i ze s. 

Thr ough out the year s c i t i zens have 
par t ic ip a t e d  in many t ype s o f  card game s . 
In t h e  "ear ly day s , "  the d i ffe rent na t i ona l i t ie s  
a l l  p l ayed d i fferent t rad i t iona l c ard game s .  
I t  was - - and s t i l l  i s  -- a p leasant t ime for 
fr i ends , ne ighbor s and fami'ly . 

The f i r s t  organized s oc c e r  t e am in the area 
s p r ang out o f  Front enac in the lat e 1930 ' s .  
The European immigrant s .s t ar t e d  the game in 
t own . Lat e r , five :Oth�r t�:mns from surround ing 
t owns j o ined Front enac t o  form a s oc c e r  league , 
with the s e  t e ams providing enj oyment for nume rous 
t owns pe op le .  

Con fec t ionery K ids Baske t ba l l Team 
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· ent a l s o ar o s e  out o f  F r ont en ac ' s 
Ent e r t a 1nm . . . 

b l l  t e ams .  Many men a c t �ve ly p a r t �c �pat ed 
early b as e a 

f h . 1 1  ove r  the a re a , and s ome o t e b e t t er 
�n game s  a 

· · 1 b b 1 1  t t o  P l ay s em�-pr o fe s s � o na a s e  a 
one s wen on 

· K an s a s  and a l s o  in o t h e r  s t at e s .  
here 1n . . 

I f t at one t ime F r on t enac h ad � t s own s em� -
n ac , 1 1  • 

pr o fe s siona l t e am known as the C on fe c t �one r y  

K . d " 1 s .  

A few c it i zens r a i s ed and a l s o  r a c e d  

Gr eyhound dogs i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 900 ' s .  

The fir s t  dogs we r e  int r oduc ed t o  F r on t enac in 

the fir s t  t en y e ar s  o f  the c en t ury , and c on t inued 

to be a part o f  the t own unt i l  1 9 3 0 ' s .  A l s o , c ocks 
were r ai s ed by s ome for figh t ing . F r on t enac was 
wide ly known for it s c ock figh t ing at one t ime. 

Numer ous day s h ave b e en s pent hun t ing and 
fish ing in the area by r e sident s .  For a good 
numb e r  o f  pe op l e  it wa s--and c ont inu e s t o  b e -­
a ple a s ant way t o  spend a l eisur e ly day o r  t o  
make a lit t le ext r a  money. 

Much o f  F r ont enac ' s  h erit age i s  a r e s u l t  o f  
it.s fine s p or t s  t r adition s , and ac t ive ly 
particip ating re sident s .  Near ly eve ry p e r s on wh o  
ever lived in F r ont enac was a p a r t ic ipant in 
one sport or another at s ome t ime in h is o r  
h e r  li fe. 

Chr onology o f  Busine s s e s  

1 886 T . P .  Waskey Gene ral 
bus ine s s  on McKay s t reet . 
suppl i e s  and food for the 
the f i r s t  pos t -o f f ic e . 

S t or e  wa s the f i r s t  
Beside s t h e  gene r a l  

mine r s , i t  a l s o  h ous ed 



Pat t on ' s  Gene r a l  Store 

Sy lve s t er Barber Shop was owned and operated 
by Gus Sy lve s t e r . He was born in 1 86 7  in I l l in o i s . 
H e  heard o f  Front enac when h e  read about the 
Number Two min·e exp los ion . He came t.o Front enac 
the fo l l owing year . Gus Sy lve s t e r  was known 
as the " de an" o f  Front enac bus ine s s  men . 

1 89 9  S t ah l ' s  Truck Garden - John S t ah l  was 
or igina l ly a z inc miner in Germany . He came 
t o  Amer ica in 1 892 and dug coal . He bought 
a t wenty ac re p l ot o f  land in Front enac . Mr . 
S t ah l  wou ld p l ow unt i l  midn ight by the l ight 
o f  th e moon . H i s  f ir s t  c rop was potat oes . 
He eventua l ly grew and s o ld a large var iety 
of vege t ab l e s . H is h or s e rad i sh was known 
al l over eas t e rn Kans as . 

1 900 Vac ca Bakery - Ge orge Vacca wa s the fir s t  
baker i n  Front enac and t h e  f i r s t  I t a l ian baker 
in th is d is t r ic t . Mr . Vac ca l earned the t rade 
in Va lpe r za , It a ly as an apprent ice . He baked 
the bread at n i gh t  and de l ive red it dur ing the 
day . Be a c i ty c ounc i l  member for four 
t e rms er o the s ch o o l  board for 
two t e  • When Ge orge Vacc a  d ie d  in 1 944 , 
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his daughter J ulia and husband Martin S pritz er 

took over the business and c ontinued running 

it until 1 9 6 9 . Martin and J ulia retired and 

passed the business on to their son Mike . 

Mike still runs the bakery using the same 

rec ipe his grandfather brought with him 

from Italy . 

1 904 T he Frontenac S tate Bank was founded 

by J ac ob Dittman . George W .  Shelley was the 

vic e-president and R .W .  G udgen was the c ashier . 

1 90 5  Menghini Pac king Plant - Antone Menghini, 
S r .  c ame to this c ountry from T y rol, Austria 
in 1 899 . He worked in a c oal mine for a year 
when he opened a small shop and slaughter house 
across the trac ks . He d id his killing at 
night and peddled the meat with a horse and 
wagon d uring the day . I n  1 90 2 , Tony asked 
his brother Pete to j oin him in this country . 
The two brothers started the packing house 
in 1 904 . The pac king house was a suc c essful 
busi ness . Antone Menghini died in 1 9 50 and 
the pl ant was incorporated by Antone J r . , 
Frank, and Bill Menghini . These three sons of 
Antone, S r .  operated the plant succ essfully 
for many years . After the death of Frank 
and B i l l ,  Antone J r .  c hose to close out the 
business in 1 969 . 

1 90 7  Turlip Grocery Store - Frank Turlip 
was born i n  Klimaric k, Austria . He emigrated 
to Frontenac in 1 89 0  and worked for seventeen 
years . He opened the groc ery store in 1 90 7  
when he was unable to c ontinue mining bec ause 
of being badly burned in an explosion at 
mine No.  6 .  He remained in business for twenty­
nine years . His two sons, Tony and August 
took over the operation of the store . 

1 909 Palluc c a ' s Market - Attillo Pallucca, 
a native of San Pelgrino, Ital y c ame to the Uni ted 
Statea ia 1 909 . Be first entered the groc ery 

Lae ith Enric o � ic oni . They opened 
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Pallucca ' s  
the Italian Cooper ative store. The store 
carried virtually all o f  the necessities o f  
li fe. 

Mr. Pallucca and Mr. Moriconi dissolved their 
partnersh ip. Attillo cont inued to run Pallucca ' s  
until 19 54 . He sold his store to his two sons , 
Joe and Raymond , Joe Pallucca died in 19 59 . 
Joe ' s  son, Dick now runs the market . Pallucca ' s  
is one of the oldest bus inesses in Frontenac .  

Front enac Con fectionery 
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· y - J ohn B .  Loth 
J 9 J O  Front enac C on fe c t 1 one r  

f th i s  e s t ab l i shment .  
owner and ope r a t or o 

wa s the 
. " f  Magg i e  s er v e d  h amburg e r s , 

He and h 1 S  w1 e '  ' 

1 d . h " l l i  s andw i ch e s , p ot at o s a  a 
boul l 1 on , c 1 ' 

d h d · c r e am I t  wa s l oc a t e  on t e 
and pop an 1ce · 

f MCKay an d C ayug a . Th ey l at e r  
corner o 

sold i t  t o  St eve S a l ina . 

1 9 1 1  Scave z z e ' s  P l umb ing - J e r ry S c ave z ze e  

came fr om P e l igr ino , I t a ly i n  1 8 9 3 ! l oc a t ing 

in Ch icopee . H is fam i ly wa s t h e  f 1 r s t  

I t a l ian fam i ly in that c ommun i t y . I n  1 9 1 1 ,  
Mr . Sc ave zzee c ame t o  Fr ont enac . H e  b ough t 

W i l s on Hardware St ore and s t ar t ed h i s p lumb ing 

bus ine s s . 

1 9 1 4  C inot t o  and Cros e t t o  Meat Market - J oe 
C inot t o  and Joe "Jap" C r os e t t o  both c ame fr om 
the s ame I t a l ian t own o f  C an i s ch i o . Joe C in o t t o  
came t o  Amer ica in 1 q03 and Jap C r o s e t t o  c ame 
in 1 9 0 7 . Both men wor�ed in a me at marke t . 
they bought the bus ine s s  in 1 9 1 4 . 
They ran a da i ly de l ivery s er v i c e  i n  Fron t enac 
and the sur r oundi ng c amps . 

1 9 1 7 Fr i ske l ' s  Funer a l  Home - John C .  Fr i ske l 
was b orn in 1 89 3 . He s t a r t e d  work ing for Pat t on ' s  
Mor t uary Service in 1 9 1 1 , and then in 1 9 1 7 ,  
he s t ar t e d  h is own service , the Fr i ske l Fune r a l  
Home and Ambu l ance Servic e . Le s s  t h an a year 
lat er , he was c a l led to s e r v i c e  by h i s  c ount ry . 
He ret urned from the armed serv i c e s  in 1 9 1 9  and 
re sumed h is bus ine s s .  Mr . Fr i ske l rema in e d  i n  
the bus ine s s  unt i l  h i s  death i n  1 9 7 8 . H i s  
two s on s , Joe and Dav id c ont inued r unn ing t h e  
bus ine s s  unt i l  Joe ' s  death in 1 984 . Dav i d  
st i l l  ope ra t e s  the Fr i ske l Fune r a l H ome . 

1 9 1 9 M iner ' s  S t a t e  Bank was gran t e d  i t s  cha r t er January 29 , 1 9 1 9 ,  and opened for bus ine s s o f  that year with $ 1 05 , 000 in as s e t s .  the n 
11 ch a e o f  the aa in ind-oa area • t a i  e r  waa the f ir t of t • Aat one llenah in i , Sr . and 



were vice-presidents whi le W. Evans Davis was 
the cashier. 

The bank continued to grow, 
t hat more space was needed. 
Miner ' s  State Bank moved to 
E. McKay . 

and it became apparent 
On October 20, 1975 ,  

its new home at 24 2 

Ziegler ' s  Jewelry St ore - John Zieg ler was born 
in Frontenac in 1892 . He quit sc hool in t he 
fourt h  grade to take a j ob as a "nipper "  in 
the mines for one dol lar a day. In 1913 , he j oined 
his brother-in- law in the j ewel ry business. He 
bought Bene l li ' s  Jewe lry Store in 1919 . 

Fuerts ch ' s  Pool Ha l l  

Fuertsc h ' s  Pool Hal l - John Fuertsch became a coal 
digger at the age of fourteen . After returning 
home from Wor l d  War I ,  he bought his brother ' s  
poo l hal l . When the fire of 1928 destroyed so 
many bui l d ings on McKay Street , the pool bal l  
was among them. 
Seven months later he dec ided t o  rebui l d. John 
Fuertsc h remained in business unt i l  he ret ired 
due to injuries suatained in a car wreck . 
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t • t ' s  G a r ag e  - Lou i s  H e b en s t r e i t  
J 9 2 1 Hebens r e 1  . . 

h . r e a  in 19 12 from S t e 1nma r ch , Au s t r 1a . 
ame t o  t l S  a . . c
. f .  · b wa s a b l acksm1th for m1ne No . I 1 

H 1 s  1 r s t  J O  
· • b · 

h f town .  H e  work e d  a t  v a r 1 ou s  J O  s unt 1 l  
nort o 

· d h .  
h d h is own bus ine s s . He e n J oye 1 s  

e opene · · 

H k and had a r e a l  gus t o  for l 1v 1n g .  e wor . h serve d on the c it y  c ounc i l  for e 1 g t y e a r s  

and was fire ch ie f for many y e ar s . 

19 26 F e de l i ' s  Drug S t or e - Cha r l e s  F e d e l i  

came t o  F r ont enac in 19 19 whe n  h e  s t ar t ed work ing 

as cash ier for M ine r ' s  S t at e  Bank . H e  worke d  

for t h e  b ank unt i l  19 26 a t  wh ich t ime h e  

bought Casey ' s Drug S t o r e . The bus ine s s  wa s 
de s t r oy e d  by f ire in 19 28 . Cha r l e s  F e d e l l  r e bu i l t  
soon a ft er and r an the drug s t or e  unt i l  h is 
ret i r ement . 

There were many other bus ine s s  in F r on t enac , but 
no dat e s  or r e c or d s  for them c ou l d  be found . 
Accor d ing t o  Dr . Loren S .  M inckley t h er e  we r_e 
th ree b aker i e s , three g r ocery s t or e s , t wo 
dry goods s t ore s , three me at market s ,  a drug 
s t ore , a j ewe lry s t or e , a shoe shop , t wo 
bl acksmith sh op s , three barber shop s , a c on fe c t i onery , 
a l umber yar d , four p o o l  h a l l s , one mov i e  t h e a t e r , 
one a ir d ome t h e a t e r , and an oper a  h ou s e in 19 17 .  

Newspaper s--The C it y  o f  F r ont enac h a s  h ad t h r e e  
newspaper s i n  i t s  h i s t ory , a l though t wo o f  
them on 1y l as t ed a short t ime . 

The Front enac J ourna l , s t ar t e d  
la s t e d  l e s s  than four month s .  
p-apers from Apr i l  18 t o  J u ly 4 
1 89 7 . 

by Car l Andr ews , 
I t  pub l i sh e d  
o f  the y e a r  

The German popu lat i on was b e l i eved t o  b e  
large enough t o  s upport a German pape r s o  
Dr . De i t r ich s t art e d  the F r ont enac V ind i c at or 
� ich l as t e d  from January I ,  1902 t o  Oc t obe r 
of the ame year . when h e  s us pended i t  for want 
of upport . 



The l a s t  news pape r  Front enac had was the 

Front enac Pr e s s . I t  c ame out every F r i day 

for e igh t year s , s t ar t ing with i t s  f i r s t  i s sue 

on June 8 ,  1 9 34 . It was d i s t r ibut e d  fr e e  t o  

eve ry h ome in Fron t enac and the ne arby c amp s , 

but there we r e  i s sue s s ent t o  many p e op l e  
through out a l l  o f  the Un i t e d  S t at e s . 

The two men that were r e s pons ib l e  for s t ar t ing 
the Fron t enac Pre s s  and a l s o  s erved as i t s 
ed i t ors and pub l i sher wer e  Ch ar les C ic e r o  and 
Fr ank Bor gna . 

I t  wou ld be r id icu lous t o  c l o s e  out 
the chap t e r  on bus ine s s  without ment ion ing 
boot l e gg i ng . Next t o  c oa l , t h i s  was probab ly 
the s e c ond l ar ge s t  bus ine s s  in Front enac . 
Some o f  the s t i l l s in Front enac had the mo st 
s oph i s t icated equ ipment o f  th e day . C opper 
c o i l s  we r e  used t o  ·keep the wh i skey fr ee o f  
impur it ies . I t  was e s t imated that a t  one 
t ime , n inety- four st i l l s we r e  ope rat ing in 
Front enac . Bes ides area c onsumpt ion , the 
"wh i t e  l ighn ing" wa s t r anspor t ed t o  var ious 
part s o f  the c ount ry by t r uck . It has been 
t o ld t hat a bot t le or a dr ink of Front enac ' s  
s p ec i a l  brew c ould b e  ob t a ined at the Ch icago ' s  
Wor l d ' s  Fair . Boot legg ing , l ike many other 
bus ine s s e s , has pa s s e d  int o the anna l s  o f  
h i s t ory . 

S t r e e t 
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D i d  You Know Th a t  . . .  

• • • Frontenac ' s  popu l ation was 1 88 ?  in 1897 , 

. . . 
· d to grow and its Frontenac c ont1nue 

• • • 

. . .  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2854 in 1 9 2 9 ?  popu lation was 

as of Ju l y, 1 98 5 , th ere were 2669 residents? 

Fred Dittman was the first boy born in Frontenac and Lena Noventa was the first girl ? 

Doc Patton owned the first automobil e in Frontenac ? He also had the first wrec k. 

th e Frontenac Press was distributed to twenty different states? 

an entry on th e c i ty rec o rds of  April 2 3 , 1896, reads: ''Moved that the c ity marshal l be instruc ted to notify al l • • • J 0 1Dt1a ts to c lose th ei r front doo rs on Sunday.'' ? 
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. . . 

• • • 

on e en tir e  b lock of bu sin ess burn ed in 
1928? 

a cert ain corn er on e mile n or th of Fr on ten ac 
got its n ame wh en the min er s had to r ide 
the tr ain to an d fr om the min e .  A fter 
work in g  all day , r ather than r ide in to 
the depot n ear downtown , they wou ld 
j ump off in the fields near er their 
homes. P eople said they look ed lik e 
gr asshopper s - hen ce - Gr asshopper 
Corn er . 

. . . the ou tstan din g ear ly day cr ime of the city 
was the death of the McFadyn br other s 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

on Decemb er 30 , 1895 ?  T he case un derwent 
in vestigat ion and it was discover ed that 
the two b oy s  had b een mur der ed an d burn ed 
in their own home . 

for many y ear s a sor t  of r ivalry existed 
b etween the par t of Fr on ten ac kn own 
as "u ptown" an d the par t kn own B: S  
" acr oss the tr ack s' � ?  I t  was con sider ed 
dan ger ou s to tr ead on the other 's 
" tur f. " S pec ial p olic emen c ou ld 
somet imes b e  seen on every cor ner . For 
in stan ce, dur ing the fir st elec tion, twenty­
thr ee policemen wer e on du ty to k eep ord er . 

Fr on tenac was the fir st city in K ansas to 
file bankr u ptcy und er Titl e IX ? T he city 
wan ted to issue a new ser ies of b on ds at a 
low in ter est r ate payab l e  over a per iod of 
twen ty- fiv e  y ear s. As of Ju ly 1 3 ,  1 935 , 

Fr on ten ac was in deb t $187 , 315 . 43 .  

in the ear ly day s the fu ner al d ir ector 
alway s r ode in a fancy buggy and wor e  a 
" stove pipe" hat? 

t her e  u sed to b e  col or c ustoms for fu ner al s? 

I f  the d eceased wer e a chil d , th e h ea r se and 

hor • wh i te. I f  t h e  d ec eased we re aa 

l t:  a nd hor ses ver e  to b e  

---�� •r .. � ly e ol M ed ne� • e u d 



t o  change the c o l o r  o f  t h e  h or s e s . 

. . . F ir s t  Foot ings was a c e l e b r a t i on on New Y e ar ' s 

br ough t over by t h e  immig r an t s ?  They wou ld 

vi s i t h ome s o f  fr i ends for food and dr inks .  

The h o s t  c oup l e  wou l d  j o in t h em s o  t h e  g r oup 

woul d  gr ow as t h ey wen t  fr om h ou s e  t o  h ous e . 

• • • 

• • •  

• • • 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

at Chr i s tmas , merchan t s wou l d  buy h ar d  c andy , 

app le s ,  and or ange s t o  g ive t o  t h e  Mex i c an 

ch i ldr en and fami l ie s  t h a t  l ived by t h e  

r a i lr oad t r acks i n  c ardboard h ouse s ?  

sh ivaree ing was popu lar a ft e r  newly-we d s  
r e t urned t o  the i r  h ome s ?  F r iends o f  t h e  
c oup l e  wou ld s urpr i s e  t h em b y  r ing ing 
be l l s , s e t t ing o f f  fireworks and 
expec t  t o  be rewarded with food and dr inks . 

the Front enac c it y  band o f  1 905  wa s c a l l e d  
O ' W i l l iams Conc e r t  Band ? Th ey were n icknamed 
the "Gr een Band" because of t h e i r  b r ight 
green un i forms . In 1 9 1 7 , the b and c on s i s t e d 
o f  th i rty-three membe r s . Th e t ot a l c ash 
for a l l the in st rument s and un i forms was 
less than $5 , 000 . Th ey gave many free 
conc er t s  in Front enac and sur r ound ing t owns . 

Front enac wa s the fir s t  c i ty in Kansas 
to have a mac ar oni fac t ory? 

Forsyth ' s  owned and operated a s oda pop 
fac t ory in Front enac ? 

Char ley Fede l l  h e l d  un ique c ont e s t s t o  
at t r ac t at t ent ion for h i s  drug s t ore ? 
In on c ont e s t , h i s  s t ore c o l lec t ed near ly 
20 , 000 p a i r s  o f  o l d  shoe s as vot e ge t t e r s . 
In anothe r  c ont e s t , t wo t ruck l oads o f  used 
aut omob i le t ir e s  we re c o l l e c t e d  as par t  o f  
a pub l ic ity c ampa ign . 

• . •  aa o f  the mine d i s as t e r  of 1 888 , 
re adopt ed that required t h e  

t a in and emp l oy spec ial 



" shot firer s "  t o  fire a l l  shot s in the mine ? 
I t  a l s o  s t ated that no mine r s  we re t o  be 
in the mine at the t ime o f  the f ir e ings 
except the shot firers • 

• • .  that Lew Mor icon i  wr ot e a poem for the 
Frontenac Pre s s ?  After pub l icat ion o f  the 
paper , peop l e  from a l l  ove r  the count ry 
asked for c op ie s . As a t r ibut e t o  Lew 
who has been such a devot ed "Front enacke r "  
we c lose our h i s t ory with a repr int o f  h is 
poem . 

In Memory o f  Mother 

I ' m  dedicat ing a poem t h i s  Mot her ' s  Day, 
To a l l  t he mothers who have pas s ed away . 
No t oken o f  remembrance I br ing home you see, 
For there ' s  no mot her a-wa i t ing for me . 
So I wear t h i s  rose in my coat lapel, 
In memory o f  her, whom I love so well. 

To my boyhood days my thought s wander back, 
To our l i t t le old home by the railroad track . 
E ' en in my childhood I remember her we ll, 
And t he bedt ime s t or ies she used to tell . 
As I grew older and needed her love, 
The angels beckoned her home from above . 

And when her life was ebbing fas t, 

I could not t hink it was her las t. 

Why didn ' t  I hold her close and say, 
' ' '' 

" I love you , Mom, p lease don t go way. 

But since s he has pas sed to the realms of blis s, 
' 1 

. 
Her love and kindnes s I 1 1  a ways m1ss. 

So I ded icat e this poem to you, 

To t he deares t  pal I ever knew . 

I know you w ill hear when I kn�e l  to pr�y,
Da " 

"You ' re not forgot t en ,  Mom, t h 1 s  Mother 8 Y •  

For I wear t h i s  rose in my coat lape l, 

In ��eaory of you, whom I love so we 1 1 . 

By Lew Moriconi 

' 




